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legend "which have come to me in the effort to disentangle 
the true from the false of early Oregon history." But the 
author's refutation of the legend would be far from convinc- 
ing, if it had never previously been refuted ; and it is entirely 
unnecessary in view of the fact that the late Professor E. G. 
Bourne demolished the "Oregon Saved" myth once and for 
all. But the well-known expose written by Professor Bourne 
some twenty or more years ago was apparently unknown to 
Dr. Bell, for no mention is made of it either in the text or in 
the bibliography. 

The precedent-breaking illustrations with which this vol- 
ume of the Columbia University Studies is embelished add 
nothing to the historical value of the work, and seem to in- 
dicate that the author was perplexed between the opposing 
desires of producing a book of historical importance to the 
student and of casual interest to the general reader. The 
style of the work is interesting, but is marred by occasional 
bits of careless writing such as "the Hudson's Bay Company, 
who sought to control and restrain the natives," and "the 
feature of national advantage was but incidental, which 
could not be called upon, as Astor did, when it was desired 
to secure popular favor." C. S. T. 

BRIEF NOTICES 

The Writing of History: An Introduction to Historical 
Method. By Fred Morrow Fling, Ph.D. (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 1920. pp. 195). 

This brief text-book on historical method may be studied 
with profit by any beginner in the study of historical inves- 
tigation, and may well be carefully read by all teachers of 
history. It is intended only as an elementary introduction 
to the subject, and was written "for college students who 
are beginning their studies in historical research, for 
teachers of history who have had no critical historical train- 
ing, and for students of history who are hoping to find in 
private study some compensation for opportunities not en- 
joyed in college" (Foreword). The book is briefer and less 
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abstract than the "Introduction to the Study of History" 
by Langlois and Seignobos, which may well come between 
this and the more advanced work of Bernheim. 

The book includes chapters on Choice of a Subject, Crit- 
icism of the Sources for genuineness, localization, and inde- 
pendence, Establishment of the Facts, Synthesis, and Expo- 
sition. The examples with which the theories are illustrated 
are taken from the period of the French Revolution. Some 
parts of the text. seem rather elementary, even for the 
classes of readers to whom they are addressed, and the 
examples cited, though illuminating, rather disproportion- 
ately difficult for most students. The work is most useful, 
however, and should help materially in aiding beginners in 
research. 

In connection with this work by Dr. Fling, attention may 
be called to "Source Problems in United States History," 
by A. C. McLaughlin, William E. Dodd, and others. (New 
York: Harper & Brothers, c. 1918). This does not contain 
anything of historical theory, but the practical problems so 
fully presented, with the notes on sources, will be very help- 
ful to young students, especially if preceded by Dr. Fling's 
presentation of historical method. C. S. T. 

Recent History of the United States. By Frederic L. Pax- 
son. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1921. pp. XII, 
630). 

This is the latest of the attempts, which are becoming so 
frequent, to write the history of the United States since the 
Civil War. Like most of the others, it begins with the elec- 
tion of President Hayes, as the nation was emerging from 
the era of reconstruction, and it closes with the election of 
President Harding, in 1920, with the problems of reconstruc- 
tion after an even greater war still unsolved. 

"From Hayes to Harding," the book might have been 
entitled, as more in keeping with the apparent intention to 
give the work as wide popular appeal as possible. Unless 
with the purpose of providing interesting reading, it is dif- 
ficult to understand why certain chapters should have been 
included. Chapter XII, for example, on "Wild West and 



